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Ms. R. Tiffin, provided the Planning Advisory Board a brief description and 
breakdown of the FY 2013 General Order of the Planning Advisory Board 
(budget). 
 
Ms. R. Tiffin closed by providing a brief overview of the pending plats. 

 
 

SUBDIVISION PLATS 
 
Item 4. Discussion and possible action regarding a recommendation for the 

approval of the Replat of Lot 5, Block 5, San Carlos Subdivision, Phase I, 
into Lots 5-A & 5-B for residential purposes (ID 365). 

 
Ms. R. Tiffin initiated discussion on the subdivision proposal by advising the PAB 
as to what had occurred to date, including the modifications made to the existing 
dwelling in order to bring it into compliance with set-back requirements.  Ms. R. 
Tiffin continued by advising the PAB that the plat could not be finalized until the 
road fronting the subdivision had been paved. 
 
Mr. M. Cabello, Assistant County Engineer, advised PAB that the plans for the 
paving improvements were currently under design by the county’s consultant and 
should be finalized by December 2012  Vice Chair Dominguez inquired as to 
timeframes for the completion of the paving of the road impacting the plat.  In 
response, Mr. M. Cabello estimated that the paving of the road should be 
finalized in March or April of 2013. 
 
Vice-Chair Dominguez voiced concern that this plat should not be considered at 
this time by the PAB since it was incomplete. 
 
Chair Benavides inquired as to who was responsible for the paving of the 
roadway.  Ms. R. Tiffin responded that it was the responsibility of the subdivder 
to pave the road if they were platting.   However, since this road was scheduled 
to be paved by the County in the near future, the subdivder opted to wait until the 
road improvements were completed by the County in order to avoid the costs of 
road construction.   
   
Vice-Chair Dominguez continued by stating that in the future, plats should not 
be brought before the PAB if they were incomplete and were being placed on the 
agenda to be considered for approval with contingencies. 
 
Chair Benavides requested clarification and assurance that if this plat was to be 
approved “contingent upon,” it would not be considered by the Commissioners 
Court until the necessary improvements were completed.  After much discussion 
amongst the PAB and staff, Ms. R. Tiffin responded in the affirmative that the 
plat would not be submitted to the Commissioners Court until all improvements 
were built in compliance with the subdivision regulations and accepted by both 
the Road and Bridge Superintendent and the County Engineer. 
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Vice-Chair Dominguez, inquired as to potential delays if the plat was not 
approved today.  Mr. R. Torres P.E., Consultant Engineer, addressed that PAB 
by advising that the he was hoping approval could be secured today so that the 
platting process could continue with the City of Laredo. 
 
Member C. Rodriguez made a motion to approve contingent upon completion 
of all roadway improvements, in compliance with all subdivision regulations, state 
law, and county specifications before submission to the Commissioners Court. 
Second: Vice-Chair Dominguez 
For: 3 Against: 0 Abstentions: 0 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
In closing, Ms. R. Tiffin advised the Engineering Department Staff to ensure that 
the plans that are to be approved by TX-DOT, for the paving of the roadway, 
meet the county’s road standards. 
 

REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

 
Item 5. Status report with discussion and possible action by the County Engineer 

and the Road & Bridge Superintendent regarding the county’s overall road 
system improvements and maintenance with particular emphasis on new 
construction in residential areas and maintenance and/or prevention 
activities relating to damages caused by increased oil and gas activity, 
overweight vehicles, spills etc. (Deferred Item). 

 
 Ms. R. Tiffin, introduced the item by advising PAB that the Engineering 

Department had provided a report for review by the members of the PAB. 
 
 Mr. J. L. Ramos, Road and Bridge Superintendent, addressed the PAB with 

regard to the county’s garbage collection program.  He added that the client base 
had grown to over 2020 customers and that there were no fees for the collection 
of garbage.  Chair Benavidez asked whether cans were also free.  Mr. J. L. 
Ramos responded by stating that cans were free but that he hoped that in the 
future, the county would charge for garbage collection services.  Chair 
Benavidez inquired as to how much the county was paying in tipping fees to the 
City of Laredo.  Mr. J. L. Ramos responded by stating that the county was 
paying $74,000 in tipping fees and that the garbage collection program was 
costing approximately $468,000 per year. 

 
 Vice-Chair Dominguez initiated discussion with regard to damages occurring on 

roadways as a result of traffic generated by oil and gas exploration activities.  He 
continued by relaying that many residents of the rural areas were having difficulty 
exiting their driveways due to road damage.  Mr. J. L. Ramos stated that he was 
in discussions with TX-DOT for the possibility of securing funding for the repair of 
said roadways. 
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Applicant: Rosa Elia Estevis 
 
Engineer: Rodolfo Torres, P.E. – TEC Engineers & Consultants Inc. 
 
Request: Approval of the Replat of Lot 5, Block 5, San Carlos Subdivision, 

Phase I, into Lots 5-A & 5-B for residential purposes (ID 365) 
 
Site: The proposed subdivision is located at 213 Emiliano Rd which is 

approximately 0.3 miles north of the intersection of Emiliano Rd and 
State Highway 359. 

 
City ETJ? Yes – Subdivision is within the City of Laredo’s ETJ therefore, plat is 

subject to City of Laredo review and approval. 
 
Background: Applicant requests preliminary plat approval to subdivide one (1) 

existing platted lot into two residential lots comprised of a 12,000 sq. 
ft. lot and a 8,200 sq. ft. lot. 

 
Staff Comments: The subdivision proposal triggers a paving requirement of Emiliano 

Road fronting this property.  No provision exists to consider a waiver 
or variance to this requirement; however, this road has been scheduled 
for paving through an on-going grant program administered by TX-
DOT.  As such, the owner/subdivider has elected to defer their request 
for final approval until the road improvements are completed.  With 
proposed road improvements designed to meet minimum subdivision 
requirements and scheduled to begin construction in the next few 
months, staff agrees that such a delay in the approval process is a 
reasonable request from the applicant. 

 
Through newly implemented coordination activities conducted with 
the project engineer, all other staff comments, questions and/or 
deficiencies relating to the proposed plat and back-up documentation 
have been satisfactorily addressed by the engineer.  

 
Staff 
Recommendations: Recommend APPROVAL contingent upon the paving of that 

portion of Emiliano Road fronting Lot 5, Block 5, San Carlos, Phase I 
in compliance with the minimum requirements of the subdivision 
regulations and state law. 

 
Attachments: Proposed Plat 
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