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Description:

Resolution by the Texas High Speed Rail & Transportation Corporation Supporting
the Three Station Concept between the City of Dallas and the City of Fort Worth

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Texas High Speed Rail & Transportation Corporation (THSRTC) is a not-for-profit, tax
exempl corporation dedicated to bringing logether specific regions of the State of Texas
in a grassroots, collective effort to improve multi-modal surface transportation and bring
high-speed rail to the State of Texas;

The development of a high-speed rail system in Texas is becoming more imminent each
day through the combined efforts of THSRTC, TxDOT, local governments, and the
private sector;

Connectivity within the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex is essential to the success of region
as well as the success of any high-speed rail system within the State of Texas;

THSRTC has historically supported high-speed rail system planning with direct airport
connectivity within the State’s major metropolitan regions;

High-speed rail connectivity between downtown Dallas, Arlington, and downtown Fort
Worth, as outlined in the North Central Texas Council of Government’s Three Station
Concept with a passenger rail connection to the terminal areas of the DFW International
Airport (TSC) is a viable alternative route with wide-ranging supporl of the DFW
Metroplex and has been awarded Federal funds to study the facility;

TxDOT and the USDOT has an ongoing study of high-speed rail facilities along the [H-
35 corridor from Oklahoma City, OK to south of San Antonio, TX;

The Texas Transportation Commission has created a high-speed rail commission to
study, evaluate, and seek funding to connect the City of Dallas, the City of Arlington, and
the City of Fort Worth by high-speed rail, including the TSC;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TEXAS HIGH SPEED RAIL &
TRANSPORTATION CORPORATION:

THAT

THAT

THSRTC supports the Three Station Concept connecting downtown Dallas and
downtown Fort Worth, with a passenger rail connection to the terminals of the DFW
[nternational Airport (TSC), through high-speed intercity passenger rail;

THSRTC supports and will advocate for the planning, funding, and completion of a high-
speed rail system that offers passengers connectivity via true intercity high-speed rail
between the major metropolitan arcas ol the State of Texas including San Antonio,
Austin, Fort Worth, Dallas, and IHouston;




THAT THSRTC supports a three station concept that is fully integrated with all high-speed rail
systems in the State of Texas, allowing passengers to have a single seat between all
destinations;

THAT THSRTC supports high-speed rail service along the 1H-35 corridor servicing Laredo to
City of Fort Worth and Oklahoma City;

'PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE TEXAS HIGH SPEED RAIL & TRANSPORTATION
CORPORATION, this 7' day of November, A.D. 2013,

ATTESTED BY:

Gary Fickes
Chair, THSRTC
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POLITICS oriniON

High Speed Rail Is Key to Economic Development
Public-private partnerships hold the key to these transformational infrastructure

projects
By Patrick Hays
Posted: February 1, 2011

Palrick Hays is the mayor of North Litlle Rock, Ark
With the adoption of the Federal-Aid Highway Act
of 1956, the largest public works undertaking in our
nation's history began. Funded by an increased fuel
tax—-up to $0.03 per gallon--construction on the
mare than 40,000 miles of new Interstate began,
and so did America's adoration for the automobile.
The backbone of America's modern prosperity and
of my own community, the Interstate Highway
System has sustained us for generations and it will,
of course, continue to provide for the movement
goods and people to and through each of our
communities. The country's population is growing
incredibly fast compared to our European
colleagues and it is becoming increasingly difficult
to muster the wvotes needed to increase tax
revenues for any reason, even for the purpose of
investing in our transportation infrastructure. 1t is
incumbent upon us--all of us--to maximize the
resources available to make the biggest possible
impact on the future of passenger and freight
mability in this country. We must seriously pursue
complimentary modes of transportation to help
ensure our continued economic growth, global
competitiveness, and vitality—and | believe that
high-speed intercity passenger rail must become a
national pricrity and a collective pursuit,

High-speed intercity passenger rail, as the term
implies and as it operates daily around the world is,
well, fast. It is also exceedingly safe, comfortable,
dependable, and energy efficient. Traveling at
speeds in excess of 200 miles per hour in some
cases, these trains are the norm in parts of Europe
and Asia and have become economic engines for
the communities they serve. | live in Arkansas and
serve on the Board of Directors of the Texas High-
Speed Rail and Transportation Corporation
because | want to see these trains flying to and
through my community traveling toward Memphis
and other easterly destinations, and | know that
enhancing and Iimproving the connectivity of
Arkansas will always be of wital importance to the
economic well-being of my state. We find ourselves

today witnesses of a collision of great need and
an impressive, revolutionary technology. The
extent to which we capitalize on this moment of
great opportunity and of great responsibility will
help determine the extent to which our children
and grandchildren are able to compete for future
opportunities.

Working closely with private industry willing to
invest large sums of their own money and eager
to employ tens of thousands of Americans along
the way, high-speed intercity passenger rail can
and will hold the key to at least part of our
mobility crises. The high speed rail corporation
and organizations like it around the country that
are led by cities, counties, and other community
leaders in an effort to develop high-speed rail in
their communities, hold the key to the successful
implementation of these large, transformational
infrastructure projects. Communicating clearly
and confidently the needs of the communities to
be served by rail, and working side-by-side with
private industry to deliver the projects, the
carporation represents just the kind of creative
approach that must be leveraged if we are to be
successful.

During his State of the Union address in
January, President Obama renewed his
commitment to develop high-speed intercity
passenger rail along with a promise for a more
efficient and effective government. It is clear that
in order to succeed on both fronts, we must
approach this endeavor with a commitment to
succeed and a determination to settle for
nothing less than world-class. When we become
canvinced of a great need, this country can put a
man on the Moon. We must now work together
to put him on a fast train. Deing so will transform
the way in which we all live, work, and travel-
and will reignite the spirit of American industry,
manufacturing, and innovation, The America that
| believe in is capable of succeeding. The
America we must become has no other choice




CBSDFW.COM
$10 Billion Needed For DFW To Houston High-Speed Rail

May 2, 2012 12:30 PM

FORT WORTH (CBSDFW.COM) - Imagine
heading from North Texas to Houston on a train
doing more than 200 miles an hour. The concept
of making the trip, on the ground, in S0 minutes,
could soon be a reality

Robert Eckels is the head of Texas Central
Railway and says the trip could be possible in
less than a decade.

Texas Central Railway is raising private
investments to try and fund a $10 hillion high-
speed rail system connecting the metroplex with
Houston and San Antonio.

“We are not looking for a government subsidy on
this project,” explained Eckels, “that's one of the
key elements to make this project work and is
distinguished from others is that we would be a
privately operated system.”

Eckels told the Tarrant Regional Transportation
Coalition train travel is easier than flying, and
less prone to terrorists.

“The key difference is you cannot highjack a
train and turn it into a WMD," he said. "You can
highjack a train and somebody in the central
office is going to turn it off.”

According to Eckels the train trip would alsc be
mare convenient that driving or flying.

"You just walk in and get on the train. You can
use your phone. You can use your computer.
You can get up and walk around. You can go
down and get a snack. It's a much more
pleasant way to travel.”

If and when the high-speed train comes to
fruition officials with Texas Central Railway say
ticket prices would be about 70-percent of an
airline ticket from North Texas to the Houston
area,

If a group of investors commit to the high-speed
rail the operation could be up and running by
2020.




Next-Generation Border Crossing: First-Ever High Speed Train To

Connect U.S. And Mexico By 2018

By Bryan Lienas
Published January 16 2014
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GETTY IMAGES (2013 GETTY IMAGES)

US and Mexican officials held a high level
meeting on Thursday to discuss a plan to build
the first-ever high speed passenger railroad line
connecting both countries by 2018

The proposed high-speed train would take
passengers from San Antonio, Texas, to
Monterrey, Mexico through the U.S. border city
of Laredo in less than two hours.

San Antonio and Monterrey are about 300 miles
apart, roughly 5 hours' driving distance Under
the proposed plan, passengers would be able to
travel guickly between both nations thanks to

J

pre-clearance immigration and customs checks,
so the train wouldn't have to stop at the border

U5 Congressman Henry Cuellar, a Texas
Democrat, and Texas Department of
Transportation Commissioner Jeff Austin, as
well as Mexican officials, presented the plan to
U.5. Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx
on Thursday in Washington D.C ..

"Secretary Foxx and his team are interested”
Cuellar said. “A high-speed rall between San
Antonio and Monterrey through Laredo would
revolutionize trade and ftravel between the
United States and Mexico "




The project is planned as a joint effort by bath
nations. But the timeline remains somewhat
murky. Both countries are optimistic the project
will get done, but the effort seems to be taking a
more immediate priority south of the border,

Mexican officials told Fax News Lalino they have
already received the go-ahead and funding is
lined up from the federal government and
the state of Nuevo Leon. Mexico estimates its
share of the cost for the project will be around
$1.5 billion, with construction slated to begin as
early the first half of 2015 and completed by
2018.

Both Rep. Cuellar and Mexican officials expect
the project to be mostly privately funded.

Marco  Antonio Gonzalez  Valdez, a
congressman from MNuevo Leén, said new
railway reforms proposed by President Enrique
Pena Mieto are expected to pass Congress in
the coming months and will open Mexico's
railroad industry to private investment.

But while Mexico is primed and ready to build,
the U.S is still in a study phase of the project,

The idea for the international railway sprung
from an initial Texas Department of
Transportation B50-mile  study started in
September of 2012, scheduled to be completed
in December 2014. The study initially looked into
building a high-speed rail between Oklahoma
City and South Texas but has been expanded to
include a separate extension of the railway fram
San Antonio to Monterrey Mexico

"The study costs $56 million dollars, and an
additional $400,000 would allow us to extend the
study to Monterrey. Once we have route
selection then we will begin talking to the private
sector,”" Texas transportation commissioner Jeff
Austin said. "We are hoping to get this started by
2015"

Officials noted current railroads in South Texas
will most likely not support high speed trains and
entirely new high speed infrastructure would
need to be put in place

& high speed link between San Antonio and
Monterrey, proponents said, would be an
economic boost to both sides of the border
Mexico was the second-largest goods export

market to the U.S. in 2012 and is currently its
third-largest goods trading partner.

Maonterrey is Mexico's third-largest city and is
considered the most important financial,
educational and industrial center in the country
According to Rolando Zubiran, the state's
deputy minister for foreign investment, B0
percent of U.S Mexican economic activity
passes through Monterrey.

But there are some security and safety
questions for polential passengers on the high-
speed rail, as Mexico continues to fight ruthless
drug cartels. In 2010, Monterrey was at the
center of a turf war between the Zetas and Gulf
cartels.

“It will be a non-stop train,” said Jorge Domene
Zambrano, Governor's Executive office Chief of
Staff, in response to concerns about a train
traveling high speeds through the country still
mired in its brutal drug war,

“The cnly real obstacle we can see to this
project is the American study,” said Gonzalez
told Fox News Latino. "The project does not
begin until the study is complete "
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U.S.-Mexico High-Speed Rail Benefits Discussed

BY MALENA CHARUR - LAREDO MORNING TIMES
JANUARY 17, 2014

Jan. 17--The idea of a high-speed passenger
and cargo rail service between Mexico and the
United States has laken shape after high-
ranking officials from both countries met
Thursday

Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx, U.S
Congressman Henry Cuellar, representatives
from the Texas Department of Transportation
and members of the Mexican delegation met in
VWashington, D.C., to discuss progress and the
economic benefits that would be created with
the completion of the project, which would link
San Antonio to Monterrey, Mexico

“It's a historic project that will connect San
Antonio, Laredo and Monterrey and also help
unite large economies, especially those of our
areas,” Cuellar said

The project, which will be presented to ‘\ice
President Joe Biden, should have the backing of
the W.S. government as it has support on both
sides of the barder.

"Transportation is important to any country”
Cuellar said.

"The fact that stakeholders are present is
something that is taken into account for the
authorization of this project.”

The project 1s in an advanced state on the
Mexican side while it's in the study phase on the
LS. side

Mexican Congressman Marco Antonio Gonzalez
Valdez, of Nuevo Leon said the state
government, like the federal government, has an
interast in the project

"The hardest thing is to get the right of way
The easiest thing is to build infrastructure”
Gonzalez Valdez said, adding that the original

idea was for cargo service.
Later the idea was expanded to include
passenger service.

Muevo Leon already has the right of way and Is
ready to begin construction, as the project has
already been approved

The interest in linking San Antonio to Monterrey
was made by Manlic Fabic Beltrones,
coordinator of the PRI parliamentary group in
the Mexican Congress

He asked that the project be extended to other
cities as far as Queretaro

Jorge Domene Zambrano. director of the
executive office of the Nuevo Leon governor,
said they have been working on the project for
five years Keeping in mind that investment is
coming from both countries as well as input from
the public and private sectors



"We know that there are railroad tracks already
in place in the United States, but the U.S
government has appropriated funds to conduct
studies to determine the infrastructure to be
used, The results will be ready later this year,"
he said.

Domene Zambrano added that there is a
possibility that both countries will need to
discuss customs matters involving San Antonio
and Monterrey in order for the trip to be non-stop
between the cities

"I think Secretary Foxx looked favorably on this
project.

That it is something positive {and would
become) a historic project as it will further unite
the states and countries,” Gonzalez Valdez said.

He said the project would be added to President
Barack Obama's agenda when he visits Mexico
in February.

(Contact Malena Charur at 728-2583 or
at mcharur@imtonling com. Translated by Mark

Webber of the Times staff.)




LATIN POST

First U.S.-Mexico High-Speed Rail Line Could Be Built by 2018

By Robert Schoon {r.schooni@latinpost. com)

First Posted Jan 17, 2014 06:01 PM EST

o

Travellers walk te a Virgin train at Euston rail station in London August 15 2012 B

{Photo : Reuters/Neil Hall)

The plans for a long-sought after high-tech,
high-speed rail line between the United States
and Mexico just took a step forward as officials
fram Texas and Mexico held a high level
meeting on Thursday with the U .5 Department
of Transportation in Washington, D.C

The proposed high-speed rail line has been a
leng-term project of proponents both in San
Antonio and Monterrey, Mexico, who have
lobbied for a high-speed connection for years.
The high-tech super-fast train would be capable
of taking passengers between the two cities,
acrass the U .5, boarder city of Lareda, within a
two-hour time frame, according to Fox News.

Now, it could actually happen within a few years
-- possibly as soon as 2018,

High-speed passenger rail has been under
cansideration in some parts of Texas since the
late 1980s, according to the Texas Department
of Transperation. It appeared to be an
aftainable goal at times, lke when a private
consortium was awarded a franchise to design,
build, and operate a high-speed rail line in the
state in the 1990s. However, lack of funding and
other developments prevented the project from
moving forward. Another proposal failed, too.
when in 2000 Amtrak said it was planning a new
route between the two cities but never got the
project off the ground.

But a new push to connect San Antanio and
Monterrey -- which are about 300 miles apart,
meaning about a five hour drive, currently, to
travel between the two, or a costly flight - could
connect both nations in way that boosts the




economy, and cultural exchange, of each side
The plan for the high-tech railroad was
presented in Washington D.C. by democratic
U.S Congressman Henry Cuellar (of Texas),
Texas Department of Transportation
commissioner Jeff Austin, and high-level
Mexican officials, to the U.S. Secretary of
Transportation, Anthony Foxx.

"Secretary Foxx and his team are inlerested”
Cuellar said to Fox. "A high-speed rail between
San Antonic and Monterrey through Laredo
would revolutionize trade and travel between the
United States and Mexico"

On the Mexican side of the boarder, the high-
speed rail line has already made a lot of political
progress: Marco Antonio Gonzalez Valdez, a
Nuevo Ledn congressman, said that railway
reforms proposed by President Enrigue Pena
MNieto are on their way to passing Congress in
the next few months, opening Mexico's railroad
industry to mare private investment, which is key
for funding the San Antonio-Manterrey line. In
addition, Mexican federal government funding
and resources from the state of Nuevo Leon are
already approved and ready for the project.

The cost of the rail line will be shared by both
Mexico and the U S., along with a hefty dose of

private funds. For its part, Mexico estimates ils
share will be around $1.5 billion, However, the
LS. still has to finish a $5.6 million dollar 850-
mile high-speed rail study -- which is slated to be
finished by December 2014 -- before lining up
funds and talking to the private sector

Other considerations and obstacles must be
worked through as well, like setting up
immigration pre-clearance and customs checks,
so that the train wouldn't have to make a time
and energy-consuming stop at Laredo before
crossing the boarder.

Also, as Mexico continues to fight a bloody war
against drug cartel, safety and security problems
may arise: Monterrey has been in the crosshairs
of warring drug cartels in the past "It will be a
non-stop train," said Chief of Staff for the
governor of Nueve Leon, Jorge Domene
Zombrano, respending to those concerns.

The main obstacle appears to be the successful
completion of the Texas rail study and, if all
goes well, construction may begin as early as
2015 with an end date in 2018




Texas Department of Transportation

Texas-Oklahoma Passenger Rail Study - Overview

TEXAS-
/1 OKLAHOMA
PASSENGER RAIL STUDY

The Texas-Oklahcma Passenger Ral Study
(TOPRS) commenced in winter 2013 and is
expected to be completed by the end of 2014, It
will document the costs, benefits and impacts of
potential rail service alternatives compared to a
no-builld  alternative  in a  service-level
environmental impact statement (EIS)

Environmental Impact Statement

The EIS, a federally required document that
complies with the National Envircnmental Policy
Act (NEPA), will provide a high-leve| review of
rail needs and potential service options in the
corridor. For this study, TxDOT is preparing a
service-level EIS as opposed to a more detailed
project-level EIS that could be undertaken in the
future. The study will provide an analysis to
infarm the state and others about the risks and
benefits of investing in passenger rail service for
the corridar

History

High-speed passenger ral has been under
consideration in Texas since the late 1980s. In
the 1990s, a private consortium was awarded a
franchise to design. build and cperate high-
speed rail in the state. Althocugh demand

appeared to support the development of high-
speed rail, lack offunding and other obstacles
prevented the project from moving forward
Since then, other propesals for high-speed
passenger rail in Texas have been submitted to
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), with
each proposal showing revenues that exceed
operating expenses but requiring some amount
of funding to build

In 2000, the FRA designated the South Central
corndor, including the area between San
Antonio and Dallas/Fort Worth, as a future high-
speed rail corridor. In 2010, TxDOT received a
grant from FRA to study passenger rail in this
corridar

Different Types of Passenger Rail

The Texas-Oklahoma Passenger Rail Study will
consider a range of passenger rail options for
the 850-mile corridor. Today's passenger rail
service can range in speed from 79 miles per
hour to more than 220 miles per hour. The
different speed options will influence ridership,
the number and location of stations, and costs.

Decision Making

TxDOT and FRA will make decisions about
TOPRS after reviewing input from the public and
other public agencies,




Discussion turns to San Antonio-Mexico City rail service

Last Updated: 25 January 2014

By Steve Taylor
staylori@ricgrandegquardian com

Diputado Mar
Cuellar to meet

LAREDO, January 25 - Plans to build a high speed
passenger rail service from San Antonio to
Monterrey could be extended to Mexico City, a
cangressman from Nuevo Leon tells the Guardian

Diputado Marco Antonio Gonzalez says permils and
right of way acquisition have already been acquired
between Monterrey and the Laredo-Colombia
Solidarity Bridge. Gonzalez said he is now working
on the same for Monterrey to Querétaro,

ntonio Gonzalez of Nuevo Ledn visited Washington, D.C., with Cong
1 U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx

“Al the moment, the only international passenger
line out of the United States runs to Montreal,
Canada. We want to have the first line on the
southern border, in order to make our countries
more integrated,” Gonzalez told the Guardian,

“There is already a high speed passenger line
between Mexico City and Cuerétaro. We are gaoing
to lobby before 2018 for a line from Querétaro to
Monterrey. So, basically, you could then get a
service from Mexice City to San Antonio.”




On Jan, 16, Gonzalez accompanied U.S Rep.
Henry Cuellar and Texas Department of
Transportation officials on a trip to Washingtan,
D.C., to meet with US Transportation Secretary
Anthony Foxx. "It was a very positive meeting”
Gonzalez said "We are very excited about the
project There will be a study of the project in Texas
this year and, hopefully, we can start crystalizing
the project from 2015 By 2018, we want the
Monterrey to Laredo-Colombia line built and to start
the Monterrey to Querétaro line.”

Gonzalez said the state of Nuevo Leon has been
working on the Monterrey to Laredo-Colombia rail
project for the past four years. He said it would cost
approximately $1.5 billien U.5. dollars. “We had this
project started four years ago withoul knowing
whether there would be any interest from the U.S
Originally we thought it would only be for freight,
not passengers. It was the U.S. that changed the
focus for us. They had an interest in the
transportation of both freight and people.”

passed that would include a study of high speed rail
on the South Texas border

Cuellar said from what he has heard a route from
Corpus Christi to Brownsville has been eliminated
from the study. However, he said TxDOT will be
studying San Antonio to Laredo and the Rio Grande
Valley.

‘The Texas Department of Transportation has
already looked at different routes and they have
already said some of them are not feasible. The two
remaining sites, and | hope that we can do both, are
the Valley and Laredo, The WValley has the
population. Laredo has 250,000 The Valley has
800,000 and when you include the folks from across
the river it is a lot more. So, the Valley has the
population, so | hope they can have the connection
also.”

Cuellar said although Laredo's population is much
less than the Valley's, it made sense to have the
San Antonig-Maonterrey route going through Laredo

Asked how much support there is in Mexico for the prmests&orizaergmpied afithegeapdiicpelbamyvo

support for this in Mexico.”

Leon has a little strip of about 17, 18 miles where
they connect to the U.S. border. They already have

Congressman Cuellar said this 1s a good time to be iscutsevpermd: fEneycdmeady Mavedhdi soreshgeejorgo

discussing rail projects in Mexico.

“In February, the Mexican Congress is going to be
locking at rail medernization. Right now there are
four companies that control everything, they have a
menopoly. The discussion is going to be about
apening things up. allowing the private sector to get
involved,” Cuellar said.

Cuellar said he felt “very, very. good” about the San
Antonic to Monterrey project Asked how much
interest Secretary Foxx showed in the project,
Cuellar said: “The secretary was really interested to
know how deep the interest of the Mexicans was.
My response was that the Mexicans already have
the right of way, the permits, so therefore there is a
lot of interest there "

Cuellar explained to the Guardian how the idea for a
cross-border rail line came about. He said back in
2008 Congress approved $5 million for a study on
the possibility of high speed passenger rail between
Oklahoma City and San Antonio. In Texas, the

studies were to be conducted by TxDOT with routes
te include Dallas, Austin and Houston Cuellar was
nat pleased the studies were going to stop at San
Antonio and not include the south Texas border
region He succeeded in getting an amendment

from Menterrey to Colombia-Laredo. So, we are
hoping we can connect San Antonio, Laredo and
Monterrey but af the same time | want the other leg
to be here in the Valley "

TxDOT spokeswoman Veronica Beyer explained
where her agency was at. "Since 2012, TxDOT has
been studying the feasibility of passenger rail
service from Cklahoma to South Texas Last week,
the agency asked our federal partners for 5400,000
to expand this exploration to include passenger rail
down to Mexice,” Beyer said. “While the impact of
such rail service through south Texas to Mexico is
not in the scope of the current Texas/Oklahoma
Passenger Rail Study. we believe additional
funding could address this possibility. It's premature
to speculate on its feasibility or the route it might
follow."

Congressman Cuellar was asked about the
symbolism of building a high speed rail line into
Mexico

“Beth symbolically and practically it sends a big
message Practically, it shows there is a major
connection between Monterrey and San Antonio.
We know business people and tourists that want to
come and go to both cities, We need to be able to




move business people and tourists in a fast and
safe way. That can only improve the economies of
two areas that are so important to the U.S. and
Mexico. Remember, we do $1.3 billion in trade
every day with Mexico,” Cuellar said.

"Symbolically, it is important because for many
years all we heard was talk of putting walls up and
more and more security measures. Mow we are
talking about putting a high speed train between
two large economies, | think this symbolically
means the U.S. and Mexico is getting closer”

Asked when the project might get going, Cuellar
said: "The Mexicans are already way ahead of us.
They have the right of way, they have everything in
place. They are saying 2018. That is pretty
ambitious. On the U.5. side it is going to take a little
bit of time. By the end of this year we should have
the study of the border. If you add Monterrey to the
study it is gaing to be a little bit longer. If the studies
show this can be profitable then | think the private
sector will come in and we will let the bidding start
and see who wants to do this. The federal
government will not build this. | think you could see
San Antonio to Monterrey complete in less than ten
years, best case scenario.”

Cuellar added that the ironic thing about the
potential project is that although South Texas was
not, originally, going to be studied it could end up
being the first leg to have a high speed rail line
constructed

“The last part that got added, through an
amendment, might be the first leg to be done,
rather than from Oklahoma. | think that is tha ironic
thing. We came in at the end, we were the cow
wagon and now we are locomotive "
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Discussion turns to San Antonio-Mexico City rail service
January 27, 2014
By Steve Taylor
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LAREDO, TX — Plans to build a high speed congressman  from MNuevo Ledn tells the
passenger rail service from 3San Antonio to Guardian

Menterrey could be extended to Mexico City, a




Diputado Marco Antonio Gonzalez says permits
and right of way acquisition have already been
acquired between Monterrey and the Laredo-
Colombia Solidarity Bridge. Gonzalez said he is
now working on the same for Monterrey to
Querétaro

"At the moment, the only international passenger
line out of the United States runs to Montreal,
Canada. We want to have the first line on the
southern border, in order to make our countries
more integrated,” Gonzalez told the Guardian.

“There is already a high speed passenger line
between Mexico City and Querétaro. We are
going to lobby before 2018 for a line from
CQuerétare to Monterrey. So, basically, you could
then get a service from Mexico City to San
Antonio.”

On Jan. 168, Gonzalez accompanied U.S. Rep,
Henry Cuellar and Texas Department of
Transportation officials on a trip to Washington,
D.C., to meet with U.S. Transportation Secretary
Anthony Foxx. “It was a very positive meeting,”
Gonzalez said.

“We are very excited about the project. There
will be a study of the project in Texas this year
and, hopefully, we can start crystalizing the
project from 2015 By 2018, we want the
Monterrey to Laredo-Colombia line built and to
start the Monterrey to Queretaro line.”

Gonzalez said the state of Nuevo Ledn has
been working on the Monterrey to Laredo-
Colombia rail project for the past four years He
said it would cost approximately $1.5 billien U.S.
dollars

“We had this project started four years ago
without knowing whether there would be any
interest from the U.5. Criginally we thought it
would only be for freight, not passengers. It was
the U.S. that changed the focus for us. They had
an interest in the transportation of both freight
and people.”

Asked how much support there is in Mexico for
the project, Gonzalez replied: "There is 100
percent support for this in Mexico.”

Congressman Cuellar said this 1s a good time to
be discussing major rail projects in Mexico

“In February

- .

Finish reading Discussion turns to San Antonio-
Mexico City rail service

If you enjoyed this post, please consider [eaving
a_comment or subscribing to the RSS feed to
stay informed and up to date with articies
delivered to your feed reader. Invite a friend to
read news on Latinalista.




US-Mexico High-Speed Railway Proposed

Onginally published on Gasz
By Heather Carr

A proposed high-speed rail line between the
U5 and Mexico could improve trade, reduce
travel time. and increase tourism between the
two countries.

Representative Henry Cuellar — who represents
a crazy-shaped district in Texas that runs from
the west side of San Antonio, around to the
sauth of the city. then takes a sharp left to the
Rio Grande above Laredo and down to McAllen
— is the author of the idea. Rep. Cuellar, Texas

Department of Transportation  {TxDOT)
Commissioner Jeff Austin, and Mexican cfficials
met with U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Anthony Foxx to discuss the plan on Thursday
The proposed high-speed rail line would run
from San Antonio, Texas to Monterrey, Mexica
through Laredo, Texas, The trip, which usually
takes five hours to drive, not including stops
would take less than two hours on a high-speed
train




High-Speed Rail Between Monterrey and San
Antonio

Monterrey is a wealthy industrial and business
center in Mexico, and is home to the
headquarters of many large Mexican and
international corporations. In 2008, the GDP of
the city was US3102 billion. More than four
millicn pecple live in the Manterrey metropolitan
area, and several naturally beautiful areas
surround the city Combined with the year-round
gentle climate, this makes it attractive to
outdoors enthusiasts as well

San Antonio, at the other end of the proposed
high-speed rail line, 15 similarly busting with
industry. The metro area is about half the size of
Monterrey's, with a little over two million people.
Caves, natural areas, and theme parks in the
region make it a popular tourist destination. It's
also very romantic, if you're looking for a nice
place for a wedding or weekend getaway

Funding for Texas High Speed Rail

The project would be a joint effort between the
U.S. and Mexico. On the Mexican side, funds
are already in place to build the infrastructure
necessary for new high-rail lines. Construction is

planned to begin in 2015 and be finished as
early as 2018

Funding for high-speed rail on the U.S. side
is a little more uncertain, although Rep
Cuellar says he believes the proposed high-
speed rail would be built using mostly private
funds. In recent years, the south Texas
economy has relied more and more on
construction (and wind farms! We love the wind
farms!). Building a high-speed rail line through
the area would continue the current economic
boom

With trade between the U.S. and Mexico at
about US3500 billion, high-speed rail makes
good sense for both the local and national
economy. Bul can a deep-red state like Texas
take the lead on a light-blue infrastructure
project like high-speed rail?

Read mare
athitp://cleantechnica com/2014/01/25/us-
mexico-high-speed-railway-

proposedi#gtU1 EvZXdkVLmlbz 94
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POWERED BY ECOWATCH

Could a U.S.-to-Mexico High-Speed Railway Work?

Brandon Baker
January 29, 2014 1124 am

A high-speec i could  be transporting
Americans to Mexico in less than twa hours by
2018,

Politicians from Texas met with Mexican officials
in Washington earlier this month to discuss the
feasibility of a high-speed passenger rail line
from San Antonio, TX to Monterrey, Mexico. The
project could begin in 2015, with 2018 as the
eariiest possible completion year

US Rep. Henry Cuellar, D-Texas, told |
TR that U.S Secretary of
Transportation Anthony Foxx was perceptive to
the plan he presented with Texas Department of
Transpartation Commissioner Jeff Austin

"Secretary Foxx and his team are interested”
Cuellar said “A high-speed rail between San
Antonic and Monterrey through Laredo would
revoluticnize trade and travel between the U S,
and Mexico.”

Though it examined the Midwest, the
Environmental Law & Policy Center (ELPC)
estimates that high-speed rail could be ihree

M 5 gneray eficent as cars and six times
as energy efficient as planes,

‘Choosing rail travel over driving or flying will
decrease our dependence on foreign oil and
reduce air pollution that causes global warming
and harms public heaith," according to the
ELPC.

Mexico estimates its share of the cost for the
project will cost about 31.& billion, Texas is in
the midst of a 356 million study that initially
began as a feasibility examination of a railway
from South Texas to Oklahoma, The study has
been expanded to look at the Texas-to-Mexico
route

The San Antonio-to-Monterrey trip takes about
five hours to drive, but the proposed rail would
take less than two hours.

“The only real obstacle we can see to this
project is the American study,” said Marco
Antonio Gonzalez Valdez, a congressman from
Muevo Leon, Mexico. "The project does not
begin until the study is complete.”
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California Residents and Politicians Ask Gov. Brown to Give Up

on High-Speed Rail
Brandon Baker
January ¥, 2014 12:39 pm

hitp:fiecowatch com/2014/01/07 /california-residents-gov-brown-high-speed-rail/

It's been nearly six years since California voters
approved 310 billien in rail bonds to make
a high-speed train line from Los Angeles to San
Francisco a reality. The project appears to be on
life support, with judges, residents and
politicians all expressing doubt.

“It's time for the [California Gov. Jerry Brown] to
pull up the tracks" U.S Rep. Kevin McCarthy,
(R-CA). told The New York Times. "Everything
he has said has nol come to fruition

“It's time to scratch the project”

Phato rendering credit: California High Speed Rail Autharity

That statement came nearly two months after
a Sacramento County judge's invalidation of the
rail authority's business plan. Sacramento
County Superior Court Judge Michael Kenny
ruled that the High-Speed Rail Authority's
(HSRA) plan s no longer in line with what voters
approved in 2008, according to The Associated

Press. The lawsuit came from a group of Kings
County residents who don't want the project to
happen.

The HSRA now needs to show how it will pay for
the first 300 miles of construction. Kenny
rejecied a request from the HSRA that would
allow the state treasurer to sell $8.6 billion in
bonds

Fifty-two percent of the respondents in a
September survey from U S.C. Dormsife/Los
Angeles Times said they oppose the project.
That's the same percentage of residents who
passed the rail measure in 2008,

The project is slated to cost $68 billion and be
completed in 2029 The state identified nearly
313 billien in financing for the project before the
Movember ruling—about $9 bilian in state bonds
and 33.5 bilion in matching funds. Califormia
wont get more than 53 hilien in federal
matching funds without more state funding.
Brown's new budget proposal, which is expected
by the end of the week, could include a request
that some maoney colfected from carbon
producers under the state'scap-and-trade
program be used to help pay for the high-speed
line,

“We have confidence that we can comply with
this ruling and we can move this program
forward, and it should move forward," said Dan
Richard, chairman of the High-Speed Rail
Authority, which is building the line.

"Yes, it's difficult. Yes, it's challenging. But we
are still committed to it The governor is fully
committed to it”

However Rep McCarthy said he doubts voters
would approve $8 billion to build it and that




private investment in the project has been
nanexistent Democratic State  Sen Mark
DeSaulnier, wha voted against the project, said
he has yet to see solid evidence of where the
rmangy will come from

“That's the bottom line: Show me the money,” he
told The New York Times. “That is what the
judge said, and that is what we promised the
voters. And | never heard, sitting through many,
many years in the Legislature. | never heard
them show me the money in a way that | could
feel comfortable. It has gotten worse.”

SEMNATE BILL 1029 FUNDING

5106 MILLION Indtinl Operating Section (105)

\ Blended System/Boskend Fundin

$1.1 BILLION

$5.85 BILLION

A graphic from May 2013 displays high-speed
rail funding under California Senate Bill 1029
Graphic credit. California High Speed Rail
Authority

DeSaulnier may soon get to see some of the
meney—aor progress—once the HSRA is done
evaluating gualification  bios from  five  “world-
class construction teams® to build a 60-mile
stretch of the high-speed line from Fresno to a
county line near Bakersfield for about $1.5 to §2
billian

Based on his comments, it doesn't sound like
that would impress McCarthy very much

“They get =o invested in it, they just get blinded "
the U 5. representative said “That's why | think
this time of year, New Year's, is the best time to
step back and say: 'l tried. It won't pan out '

°| think the gowvernor would get big applause
from California voters saying that.”




EnVIRONMENTAL LAW & Pouicy CENTER
Protecting the Midwest’s Environment and Natural Heritage

Benefits of high speed rail

hitps:/lelpc.org/benefits-of-high-speed-rail

Because high speed rail promises
environmental, economic. and transportation
benefits, it has garmered broad support from
throughout  the  Midwest. Click hereto
view a map of the Midwest High Speed Rail
Mebtwork.

Cleaner Air and Less Sprawl

High speed trains in the Midwest would be three
times as energy efficient as cars and six times
as energy efficient as planes. Choosing rail
travel over driving or flying will decrease our
dependence on foreign oil and reduce air
pollution that causes global warming and harms
public health.

Currently, major portions of the Midwest suffer
from ‘“severe’ smog problems, according to
federal regulators. The construction of high-
speed rail will decrease the region's reliance an
automotive transportation and therefore help
reduce ozane emissions,

Downtown train stations will pull jobs, people
and business back into the country's central
cities thus reversing sprawl. High speed rail

reduces the need for new outlying highways and
airports which exacerbate sprawl,

Convenience and mobility

At distances of less than 400 miles, high-speed
trains can deliver you downtown-to-downtown
almost as fast as airplanes at a fraction of the
cost, and can do so in virtually all weather.

With wide seats, fax machines, places to plug in
your laptop computer, and food service, high-
speed trains provide a convenient, productive
alternative to cars and airplanes.

The economic value of the improved mobility
has been valued at $13.2 billion through 2030,

High speed rail offers convenient service to most
of the region's major airperts, allowing residents
of smaller communities the benefits of affordable
long-distance travel,

Constructing a Midwest high speed rail network
supports commuter and light rail In Chicago, for
example, high speed frains will share Union
Station with METRA commuter trains, increasing
ridership on both.




High speed rail will provide $1.3 billion n
highway congestion relief and 3700 million in
airport congestion relief,

A single railroad track can carry as many people
as a ten-lane highway at a fraction of the cast

New jobs and economic growth

For the City of Chicago, a high speed rail hub
will have the eguivalent economic impact of a
medium-sized airpert located in the heart of the
central business district — without having to
displace a single office.

The Midwest's railcar manufacturing industry will
prosper as a result of the addition of high-speed
rail to the region

As the redevelopment of tran stations in
Washington DC. and Kalamazoo have
demonstrated, train terminals can become the
focal points for commercial redevelopment and
promote  substantial new development in
surrounding areas. A study for the City of
Chicago estimated that high speed rail would
bring $B-10 bilion dollars of new economic
activity to Chicago

A high speed raill network pulls together the
regional economy and promaotes infra-regional
business growth, The economic impact of
Midwestern intra-regional trade greatly exceeds
the potential benefits of increased trade with
Canada and Mexico spurred by NAFTA

The development of improved rail service can
provide a significant boost to travel and tourism
by facilitating weekend leisure trips by families
from smaller towns to the major cities and vice
VErsa

Cost-effective

Once built, high-speed rail in the Midweast will pay
far itself

Every dollar of cost yieids between $1.70 and
$2.50 of benefits
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. The route covers over
70% of Texas’ current

population
Will cover 80% of
population by 2040

-Most efficient route

connecting the 4
largest metropolitan

city centers in the
state, covering 470

miles
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Legend
Dallas-Fort Worth to Houston —— existing Rail = BNSF Route o 10 20 Miles
HSIPR Routes s Exlsting Amirak  GEED UPRR Route A
= Existing TRE - Green Field Route
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