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September 10, 2015 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ESL/GED classes for public offered year round at LCC

Whether it is learning the English language or aspiring to earn a high school equivalency certificate, assistance is
available to eligible adults via Laredo Community College's Adult Education and Literacy Department.

Courses are offered through funding by the Texas Workforce Commission and include English as a Second
Language, Workforce and Family Literacy, Civics, as well as GED Preparation. The General Education
Development (GED) Test is a computer-based assessment of four sections: Mathematical reasoning, Social Studies,
Science, and Reasoning through Language Arts (Reading and Writing).

Sandra Cortez, Director of Continuing Education and Adult Education & Literacy, explains that this program is
for those desiring to improve their English language proficiency or acquire their GED to further their education
through Career Pathways and Integrated Education training. “Participants will also have the opportunity to receive
occupational skills training and/or transition to post-secondary education or into the workforce,” added Cortez.

Day and evening classes are offered year round at both campuses, and off-campus sites are available through
several partnerships LCC has established with local entities including the Webb County community centers, Laredo
Housing Centers, as well as locations provided by LISD and UISD school districts, and Zapata County. LCC is
currently recruiting interested participants for classes to be held at the Laredo Public Library, Workforce Solutions,
and Jim Hogg ISD.

Guidelines by the TWC specify that eligible students must be a resident of Texas, be at least 18 vears of age, and
may not be enrolled in a secondary education. A valid photo ID and proof of residency are required before
enrollment.

Candidates who are 16 vears of age must have a court order, parental/guardian permission, and an official
withdrawal form from school to attend classes. 17 vear old applicants only require written parental/guardian
permission and an official withdrawal form from school. These exceptions must be discussed with program
personnel.

Fort McIntosh's Adult Education and Literacy offices are located at the Eloy Garcia Building. room 111. The
South Campus offices are at the Academic & Advanced Technology Center (AAC), room 126. Both locations are
open Monday-Thursday from 8 a.m. through 9 p.m. and on Friday from 8 am.-12 p.m.

For more info on the Adult Education and Literacy Department, call the Fort Mclntosh office at 721-5436 or the
South Campus site at 794-4436.
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